[Outcomes and health services research in ophthalmology].
This article describes the role of outcomes and health services research in the field of ophthalmology in Germany. First, the need for more information and data on the performance of ophthalmic care in Germany is explored. The concept, goals and methods of outcomes and health services research are explained and illustrated by examples of already existing research projects in ophthalmology. Future topics for research projects are highlighted. The article also describes how the field of outcomes and health services research can become a more important part within the scientific ophthalmological community in Germany.